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Col. M. M. ^'raft, Veteran o f t h e 
Chl\, F s s s e i l A v / a y a t • 

His HoiAio ia Maplotoii 

Tlio \V')iu '»V\HbiesclMy niori i ing t h a t 
C!ol. Murtiti Prati: hnd / ' c o m o to 
(h(» e i n i iho roatV and comple ted 
l i ra 's journey wai-i j ict ei ir irely unox-

! ppc'tcd In tho::c; who th rough t he 
I i n o n v l i s and yea r s have no ted h is 
gia t lual ch'clJiK*. IJe hiinaelf had re 
pea t ed ly exnresaed h is bol ie t t h a t h is 
d a y s upon ea r th were h n t s.hort. H e 
lived a long and useful life, had wit
n e s s e d m a n y changes and w a s r e a d y 
to close the hook of life. . ' ' 

Mar t in P r a t t was no o rd ina ry m a n . 
On the con t ra ry ho w a s a l eade r 

I a m o n g men . Born of Immble par-
i ou t age ill t he woods of N e w York 
: ove r 91 year.s ago he had by h a r d 

work and toil pushed h i s w a y u p w a r d 
un t i l h is abi l i ty w a s recognized and I b is Judgmont consul ted by those a b o u t 

! hiin. As a* boy ho a t t e n d e d t h e old 
• log .scjiool and on r e a c h i n g y o u n g 
manjiood wielded iho a x e in c l ea r ing 
tlie farm of b is f a the r in Montgom
e r y county . Dur ing liis c a r e e r upon 
eart l i he wit.nes.sed t h e a d v a n c e m e n t 
from t h e days of t h e c a n a l boa t and 
t h e s t age coach to tho.se of t he elec
t r ic d r i ven car and t h e ae rop lane . In 
his youthful days h e - s w u n g t he scy the 
and in l a t e r y e a r s w i t n e s s e d t h e op-
orat^ion of the self-binder and t he 
t i a c t o n As a lad he poured over h i s 
school books by the l igh t of a tal low 
candle . In his a d v a n c i n g y e a r s he 
enjoyed t he "dayl ight b r i g h t n e s s of 
the niodoni e lec t r ic l ight , communi
ca ted with d i s t an t f r iends by the aid 
of the te lephone and road of the wire
less t h a t clips off tlio m e s s a g e s thou
s a n d s of miles away ; 

Dur ing his loni^ life human s lavery 
was abol ished and ho had a p a r t in 
i t s abo l i shmen t for v/ilh the break
ing out of t he Civil w a r he enlis ted in 
Company B of t he 15th New York In
fant ry , 11th a r m y corps . As a mem
ber of th is o rganiza t ion he par t ic i 
pa ted in m a n y of tlie m e m o r a b l e ba t 
t les of t h a t s tr i fe of over a half a cen
t u r y ago. Mr. P r a t t h ad cha rge of a 
w.'igon t r a in dur ing the h is tor ic ba t t l e 
of Ge t ty sbu rg and Jiis thr i l l ing exper
iences were grea t ly enjoyed a round 
t h e Grand Army c a m p fires of twen
ty-live y e a r s ago as ho re la ted t i m e 
and t inie again how he m a n a g e d to 
b r ing out h i s ammuni t ion w a g o n s 
wi thou t h a v i n g thein cap tu red . W i t h 
the aid of a g lass ho had an oppor
tun i ty of ^yitneG3in'g i h e his tor ica l 
c h a r g e m a d e by the F i r s t Minneso ta , 
a cha rge which Ovon to this day has . 
no t been oxcolied. A cjiarge in which 
2G2 men v/oro th rown into the v e r y 
j a w s of hv'̂ 11 to hold the line for a 
m o m e n t or. two unt i l r e in fo rcemen t s 
could be secured , a cha rge in which 
only* 47 m e n were loft unin jured , t h e i r 
215 coinnunions being wounded upon ji 
the bMltle'iehl or Jicving passed ove r 
t h e Grea t Divide. _ ; _ , _ 

W h e n peace was once more res tor
ed and the war d r a m s silenced Com
r a d e P r a t t ' s eyes we re tu rned , t oward 
t h e wes t . H o was m u s t e r e d ou t in 
J u n e , 18G5, and tjie following Octo
b e r came wes t to Minneso ta and to 
S te r l i ng t o w n s h i p . H e r e ho soon 
bui l t up a farm and homo, t h a t was 
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Col. M, M. P r n t t 
known far and wide. H o y/aa a pros
perous fa rmer and whi le l iv ing, in t he 
township was p r o m i n e n t in i t s educa
t ional affairs a n d se rved for a n u m b e r 
of j^ears a s a ' m e m b e r of t he town 
board. 

W i t h - o n c o m i n g y e a r s h e felt t h a t 
h i s days of toil w e r e ove r a n d . he 
finally moved to Maple ton w h o r e for 
m a n y years h e had b e e n a m e m b e r 
and for severa l y e a r s c o m m a n d e r of 
the local O. A, R. P o s t and a lso a 
m e m b e r of t he Masonic lodge, be ing 
in point of y e a r s the e ldes t m a n in 
the order . 

Mr. P r a t t was no t only a r e a d e r bu t 
a th inker . H e had Jiis own ideas on 
every i m p o r t a n t sub jec t and w a s al
w a y s free to expres s I h e m and to de
fend h i s posi t ion. H i s i deas a long 
rel igious l ines w e r e b road bu t h e be
lieved t h a t in t h e final end, wrongs 
would he r igh ted and all would h a v e 
to m e e t upon a common level . 

. As a ne ighbor and friend h e w a s so
cial, companionab le and l ibera l . In 
every s tep of life he h a s been a pa
tr iot . H e loved the old flag and w.hile 
he ques t ioned some of t h e t h i n g s t h a t 
w e r e done for t h e so ld ie rs in t he re
cen t wor ld ' s war , b e c a u s e such con
ven iences and comfor ts v/ere no t fur
n i shed the boys in b lue d u r i n g h i s 
t ime of service , .he gave l ibera l ly to 
t h e Y. M. C. A. and subscr ibed heav
ily for l iber ty bonds . 
**ITe was an old Grand A r m y m a n , 

whoso record shal l r e m a i n 
F o r e v e r upon honor ' s rol l wit l jout a 

i blot or s t a i n ; ' 
A man who hea rd and heeded , in d a r k 

days , h i s c o u n t r y ' s cal l , 
And responded w i th a wi l l ingness 

to sacrif ice h i s al l . 
So In t he g r e a t h e r e a f t e r In high hea

ven ' s exal ted p lan , ^ 
T h e r e will be a s e a t of .honor for 

th i s old Cjrand A r m y Man . " 
Mr. P r a t t w a s t w i c e m a r r i e d , his 

first wife be ing Carol ine Orr , a na t ive* 
of C a t t a r a u g u s county,. N e w York, to 
w h o m h e w a s m a r r i e d In N o v e m b e r . 
1850. F ive ch i ld ren .were born (o 
tliis union, t h o s e r e m a i n i n g to m o u r n ^ 
t h e loss of a devo ted f a t h e r b e i n g . 

I Mrs . b , B . L a m p of S t e r l i n g ; Mrs . Ida ' 
^Ruell of P a s a d e n a , Cal i forn ia ; and 
Mrs . M. J. Wood of Moui i ta ina i r , New ; 
Mexico. M r s . P r a t t d ied on N o v e m - ' 
l)er 1st . 1895. a n d t h r e e y e a r s l a t e r 
he m a r r i e d M r s . J . D. H a m m , who 

' w i th t h e t h r e e ch i ld ren above men
t ioned , two b r o t h e r s , J u d g e Jolin 

\t of F a i r m o n t , and R o b e r t P r a t t 
jof Lincoln , ^ P e n n s y l v a n i a , and two 
s i s t e r s , ' M r s . - G e o . B e b e e - a n d Mrs . 
E d w a r d H a w k i n s , E a s t Ot to , New 
York , b e s i d e s a n u m b e r of g r and 
ch i ld ren , surv ive , f j 

T h e funera l will bp conduc ted from 
t h e family h o m e th i s F r i d a y after
noon a t one o'clock,' Rev . Chas . H a r 
r i s , of Beauford , t o ofHciate. T h e 
b u r i a l will be u n d e r Masonic d i rec t ion 
wi th I n t e r m e n t in t h e " c e m e t e r y a t 
S te r l ing , w i t h i n a v e r y a b o r t d i s t a n c e 
of t h e fa rm w h e r e Mr. P r a t t s p e n t 
so m a n y y e a r s of h i s l i fe . - I 
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